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Not on Bad Terms with His
Wife; Once Threatened

with Tuberculosis Which Her
Watchful Care Averted; Never"Insane" Over the Death of

His Early
Love, Ann
Rutledge.
Writes an
Intimate

PersonalFriend

. lie Lin-.oln Family in the White llou.sc.Fio
an Old Print.

Mary todd lincoln was
not the cause ol those
"moods of 1 »l;i *K melan¬

choly which were wont to seiz'
Abraham Lincoln after lie became
President of the I'nited States.
Throughout the period of their
married lives*. Mrs. Lincoln was
the, capable mate of a man of
genius, a helpful, loved and loving
vi ife.
Thus i.- one of tli» calumnies of

biopraphy, one of the mistake? of
tradition, swept away in (lu pageof the most recent of tlie manyvolumes dealing w i11) the careerof the martyred President Tip-hook is replete with denials <>t otherlong-at cvpted stateno-nts and theo¬ries which those who referencethe nam*' of Lincoln re< all with
regret.

All these surprising new facts*nhont Lincoln are stated with considerablc authority. llenr> I! Kan-Kin, one of the "Lincoln Hoy: ' ofthe Sangamon Valley, at the ripesge of seventy-nine year >. s themdown in his "I'eisonal K« <¦«1'. <.tions
of Abraham Linvo!;,." lately pub¬lished bv <.. I'. Put nan,' Sons, NewYor>»,and London. ' For more thai
a isoi^n* y» ar-. w: t« Mr. Uankin.
'1 met Lincoln often. During thefour years preceding i . '.ection t¦¦
the l'r< "iden* y 1 uid close rf hit ion
with the law otfi< . of Lincoln a
Ilerndon in conic etion .vitli someof tr-f-ir Ic"al. poli'icai and literaryact .- it if I v.-,- t <> <i removed
as eve re "n :: si ;rs and can-
ea* up*.-. l'ii: in. -a it a their dist.ot
tions, from man of the if ailed'u<1 ep*« i h 11 ac« o mt ofthe personality of Lincoln: and tomal ' a ;» n n.ore
c-per al'y mie. ti,. memory of
M s : rd

. (M t . and' : ' a* Lincoln was
at-. .¦ illi . r.gt in Mr. Kan-kin 'a rite

That I n nil liny
Bridegroom SI;»itr!«. r.
"Tan; ' 'a rit«T- h<> ;. 11 of 'a mar¬

riage -a:pa: a upper v itiiout
t !" - 1 t (l onsolateinaicen ., ... w .¦ . . head-die si: rir: -.'i:i u*:' at" guilt y of .

<" r
an e\ entha pi i -a 11 ¦

11 \ to!Sprin." >.! .id ¦...have been kept Incited up in ther:. !).( 'V of .1 * .'l! f y K!
lri> I .. at.d <>. in* .'. <>¦Miss Todd or itfr Springlh Id r« la-! a(,s '' ' ¦'a e"n
ivi<|i ,v
f !. :: .

or 1 f>* i t a in V. i i'. rn com-
rnuri : :
"A vr it :> id- r.v v a < *»..pany v. ith na to Lou a-ville. Kv. .villiSpeed s : uijj 11turning p«-rn .

Liner,in -ai :;i a r< , ,j\invitation. At <

one of his pi rio>; . >oilrom ill-'.ealth, or a i <

'atlai k of hypo.' uggra ¦ !. p.otably, h^¦ t'ae oppo itioa Mi.-1 odd's relatives to »:.<-ir arriaaand to the hreni ing ofi '..r t
time, of the engager.eat
was Fon'itive to the reil'it. .

Mis'i T'>dci's family on his h.;tv,l>',
parentage and poverty as a barrif
to their triarriage. in view of th
10

h« iclt It '(» i><- 'I it v I o nilp:.rties coil. ' rii'-d .I :: 1 lorelease her from her !.:> . T'ilie had doi
"1 lor ;ardian nml 1: i -idplanned tor i«r . . ::».*.It h .* 1 t .. <ii> j :!:<.! 1..?! wahy ;.)! od<; t hr r.-; \ le o'I he ii! tie (it;. i .!)<«' .. in.
;i oid'-r 11 tat t 1 i' ' it 1. ;.> »:>..« :t '1 !«.!!.hi*.infu r:'ari'Jin^: anion;; lh« ir ! 11«. 11«1 "

Itii(I j»1 . . 11: v o! ».()._. In ;i !ii«l mar. h<ir co:>r' -. ip. .1 i'y
\\ < uoi ! .;. 'ill ill'"

. 11*1.t idll III 'A ii :< !l III' .. li v< -IT'h re 110 !>«¦.¦ ! ". ' .! ;. ' li.pip' dnaii liailows oi a Salem-.'.r y. ami i!ivr»U. "!!'. 111.' anny v.onl: :i :t > .
¦. a o»illt for t i:. !.;!!.

:ir> . ran^' i .< 1:. of i.in< ollia M "1 ! <1 .: i a d ox-:. '¦ I ;> |¦ at/mi .. ii.
.<)l-ot. m'r.t roi,. M:K:I'.lvTodd ilolnijj ;i hair-atetor of Mr-..Lincoln ^ statement w Jit Ion byr>--.ti^ill

'There has bo< :s o much writ-
..i; pr; i,' . : upon ' ..<. uhjoetof Ms Lin. oh 1 : r:a;-' li t! Iv ill 11J % ay i hat lr Linyoln-.'.famiL had no I.iio :. d.-'. an>v.;:m aith nr ho:.. r n Mr. I.incoin': pari M I »r. Walla. Mi1 .\u- "In' f-i '« r. po* it \ «*ly a or Ie<i that there was nover hut on<wedding arranged 11 Ma:.'I '.ii i and Mr. I .t:.« oln. and that »v; :<. one ;hat <. :rr d Mr. Herndon : ays that it wa' a t w. iand that Mrs. Lincoln va.married in a white silk dre. . 'I ,is an error, arnl lie must have con

fused Mi: Lincoln':- wedding withI hat of her sister, Mrs. Wallace,..vim w;i married a litilo before.Mr Lincoln. by preference had a
marriage. Mrs*. Wallace

!. > liiat oa a Sun lay morning Mr.Liiimln and Mary Todd called Mrs.K<lwarns to wh« re they wore;sitting. int told her tli"y had do-
< i.b-d in i'f married thai evening.Mr.-. Wallaro was sent lor. and she
ays thai ho novor worked harder

in hor !i:.- ihaii r>»i that day. Onlya |e.\ people wcro present. Mr.1'' er, t'ae minister, hold a short.
ei vic.. ,11 hi rhnrrh, and a'.ter-ird wont up to Mr. Kdwards'??house. where tlio marriage tookplace. There wero present Mr. andMt-'. i'.enjiiiiin Kd wards. Major andMi lohn Todd Stuart, br. JohnTndd and family, Dr. and Mrs. Wal-l;i"i jrj. Mr. and Mr Ninian \V.l-'d'.. ards. The iride was rhid in a
i!).|'l« white muslin cress.'

I>i missing the liotitious wed-ding picture, we llnd Lincoln, imme¬
diately on hi return from Louis-
. writ in;" haek to hi» friendsthere that made very happyI v }<.-.. 11tithat Miss Todd, who had
i ro . is It .i t rain load of inert >
'inn; lolk on a trip to Jackson¬ville was reported to him as being<heeiful and happy. This letter,with events 'oon to follow, clearlyeno'ji'h Hhow:: that Lincoln had noth»: t his affection for Miss Todd,ioid that her happine: v.a: still a

< hi' I < oil' em In hi ' life.
It was not long until they met

i»v a purposeful 'aeelde.nt,' arranged
hy Mrs. Simeon Kraricitt, a veritable
adept in reconciling differences.
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and. as f can personally Touch, the
most social 01' all the sociov-loving
merr.v (lames of Springfield sit thattime. She was a close friend ofall (lie best society people, and .vasinferior to none as a leader in allthe good tilings anions: Sprinp!H id.,
social affairs*. She held to a verystrict observance of all the cour¬tesies and obligations due in sociallife. Had Lincoln been guilty offailing to keep his wedding dr.te.she would never have recognizediiim again, much less invited him
to moot .Miss Todd socially in herhome, and afterward made herhome their trysting-place until the
marriage was arranged. Itesuitsjustify our saying that even :hi?
first meeting was mutually enjoyed,since it led to another date at theFrancis home, and so on there,frequently, until the weddine
"To say, as some biographershave said, that Maty Todd acceptedLincoln and 'married him in at spiritof piriue and petty spite 10 wreak

vengean :e on him through weddedlife.* is beyond reasonable conjec¬
ture. It is absolutely inconsistent
v*. it J i all womanliness, and ii will
not stand up under any light yoi
can place ii in against a ladyMiss Todd's culture and character.

"I saw "r. and Mrs. Lincoln in
many and widely differing situationsduring their married life at theirhome; saw them leaving home; saw
ihem separating for more or l<-s
length of ab.venee for ImsiiieM; orpleasure; saw them again whencalling at the law office, (hiringbusy hours, in hurried consultationbetween each other on fjimiiv

f oj»yrl»:ht, JOJO, by the Star Company. Groat Hritain Rig

Scene at the Deathbed of Lincoln, in a Room Opposite Ford'sTheatre, Washington, Where the President
Was Assassinated.

social, or business affairs; saw
lhem in their carriage together,
driving oui on our c ity .streets anil
country roads: saw them at
parties; saw them regularly attend-iriir church together every Sunday,when both were at home; I saw
them often in crowded assemblies
of all sorts and conditions of publicaffairs; often again in both pleas¬
ant and trying circumstances with
tluir children; with their friends,their political foes, ami later with
hu/./j.ihing party admirer;? fillingtheir modest home and sometimes
overflowing the streets around their
residence on Kighth street with
embarrassing familiarity. In none
of these situations did i ever detect
in Mrs. Lincoln aught but the most
wifely and matronly proprieties
and respect toward her husband,her family and her friends. Sin*
adapted herself cheerfully to all
those exectinj; functions at their
home required of Lincoln in his
public life.

.'Lincoln had Chatterton engrave
on the wedding ring. which he
placed on Mary Todd's finger the
evening of their marriage.'Love is
Kternal.' 1 did not know, in the
years I saw that ring on Mr.-/. Lin¬
coln's hand, the marriage legend it
bore so securely within its circle.
I In t now as I write these lines, the
memory of the years during which
1 Knew Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln's
wedded life brings with it no
hadows that darken or doubts to

discredit the sacred pledge which
Lincoln then gave his bride and
which she accepted with fullest
miadenly confidence. lie was a
sincere man; she was a loving and
loyal wife.

His Wife Ever
His Chief Solace.
"Those were moods of inner soli-

t ide into which Lincoln sometimeslapsed, when his silences were
mysterious to ail his friends. I have
referred fully to this mood else¬
where. as' one of his personal pe¬culiarities. None should be so rash
and unjust as to interpret them as
shadows east by Mrs. Lincoln over
iiis married life. That would he
false" and more than cruel. They
were characteristic of him long be¬
fore he met her; they remained
inseparable from his remarkable
personality all his life. Mrs. Lin¬
coln, on the contrary, so far from'
being a cause of this mood, was his
greatest solaec in those inner soli¬
tudes. ller sprightliness of spirit,her keenness of wit, the brightnessof her versatile mind, lit up manytimes as 1 personally know.the
gloom and self-centred moodiness
of his* spells of melancholy that, as
llcrudon aptly said, 'at times
dripped from him.' She, of all who
were near him. was the only one
who had the skill and tact to
shorten their duration; the only one
privileged to attempt it.
"She was the animating cause,1 am glad to say. of Lincoln's ab¬

sence on tours out in the KighthI'istrict to extend his law practiceand help swell their slim financesby more extensive acquaintance.Hut his going on those long tripswas not to escape his home, as
some historians have intimated.That was a cruel, bitter, fal6e
hL« Reserved.

. .hargc. Mis wife was at home at-
(.¦tiding i'» its every interest and
discharging willingly, faithfully,gladly, every duty that Lincoln's
absence added to her usual cares.
"The stories about the crackers

and cheese luncheon at the law
office; about the long moody walks
v hen Lincoln was sit home, and so
many other of the petty matters of
gossip that have lodger! in what
purports to he history all these
could l»e taken up, one by one, and
shown to be independ* nt of any and
all relation to Mrs. Lincoln. For
example, the sound of Lincoln'.1*
axe heard from his wood-shed at
I o'clock at. night, was interpreted
by ;i gossiping neighbor and putinto more than one history, as evi¬
dence thai he stole back home at
thai late hour and was 'preparing
to gel iiis lonely supper.' The fact
was. that Lincoln often remained
at his office into the small hours
engaged in legal or political work
when he could be tree of all
callers; that he always retained
and enjoyed his Salemgrocer
munching habit and provided frugal
lunches* of cheese and crackers
then and at various other times in
his office.

licr Constant
Care for His Health.

"Mrs. Lincoln had forebodings
about her husband's health. This
was the cause of her watchful in¬
terest with all details about his
clothing a.ul diet. She had been
advised by her brother-in-law. Dr.
Wallace, that Lincoln had tenden¬
cies to ailments that without pru¬
dent attention to his nutrition might
he serious. This opinion was con¬
tinued by other physicians she had
consulted, without her husband's
knowledge. Several of Lincoln's
friends.flerndon. John T. Stuart.
Ji. l'\ Kdwardes. and his two
hrothers-in-law, Dr. Wallace and
C. M. Smith anion" them.I recall
as speaking of Lincoln's inherited
tendency to consumption.
"This watchful interest in her

husband's welfare and care for his
health was one of common know¬
ledge among those near Lincoln, or
intimate with their well-ordered
homo in Springiield. it was more
difficult for h^r to enforce this regu¬
larity with the President, amid the
stress of his official life, than when
at Springfield. Washington official¬
dom, and the political crowd that
thronged the White House, resented
this and misinterpreted the wife's
interference with what they con¬
sidered their exclusive claims on
him at any and all times. But Mrs.
Lincoln in those strenuous years
relaxed none of her insistence that
Lincoln he punctual to responu to
the call from the dining-room."

In the chapter dealing with Lin¬
coln's early life, the charming and
beautiful Ann Uutledge, there is in¬
dignant rebuke for those biog¬
raphers who have asserted, or im¬
plied that Abraham Lincoln was a
victim of insanity for several weeks
following Miss Ilutledge'a death in
1S35. He was ill from the epidemic
of m;ilnrin which carried off ko
many residents of Salem.
"The Spring and early Summer of

lS:?r», i have been told, was a time,
of unusually large rainfall and high
temperature in central Illinois. Bj)

July the rain* ceased and extreme
boat dried up and parched the
luxurious vegetation of earlier phv-
sic-ians named 'bilious fever' became
unusually prevalent. In everyhome some member was strickendown, and in most home all thefamily were ill at the sae time.Treatment of these malarial diR-
oascs was very crude and drasticat that time.
"Heroic doses of medicine wereadministered . often more fatalthan the disease.killing a personof frail physique instead of effect¬ing a cure. The Rutledge familyv » re among the unfortunate manywho suffered. Ann was among tholast to be stricken. Lincoln hadbeen a frequent visitor and assist¬

ant in nursing at the Rutledgehome during their sickness.going
over from Salem with Ur. JohnAllen, the physician, every day or
two. He would .vtav over nightwhen needed, or return with the2)octor, who would stop for him
after visiting the other patients in
that neighborhood. At length,
toward the end of August. Miss Rut-
ledge's condition passed beyond the
help of physicians and nurses, and
the delirium of her last few days.
common in the fatal cases of those
malarial feverv.brought an end to
her life on August 25, 1S35.

Grief and Illness,
Not "Insanity."

"For a month or more before.
Lincoln himself.with all the physi¬cal vigor he then possessed and pre¬
served until that fatal bullet ended
his life.had been suffering from
the chills and fever on alternate
days, lie kept up and was helping
nurse others all the while, but was
taking heroic doses of Peruvian
bark, bonewet tea, Jalap and calo¬
mel. Added to the depression of
Lincoln from Illness in those days,
was that from the death of several
of his personal friends, and the
neighborly aid he had given un-
stintingl.v at the funerals and
burials of those who died.

"There were no undertakers. No
caskets* were kept on hand. Coffns
had to be made after the death; and
in a few instances he had assisted
in making them for his friends. In
this environment of distress that he
was day and night helping to re¬
lieve. in addition to the poisonousmalaria that had been for weeks al¬
ternately chilling and burning his
s-talwnrt ft ime, he was now to en¬
dure the supreme tragedy of his
life in the death of Ann Rutledge."As the word "insanity" has been
used as descriptive of Lincoln's life
shortly after the death of Ann Rut-
ledge, 1 have dwelt with more ful¬
ness in recital of these events of
1S35 than I otherwise would bave
considered necessary.

"In less than a month.in three
weeks.Lincoln returned to his
usual affairs at Salem and resumedhis surveying tramps wherever they
wero called for. Ilo used such
spare time as his occupations af¬
forded by rending law with thedefinite intention of entering thatprofession."
Tho theme of this book really is

a defense of Mary Todd Lincoln. Itpoints out with emphasis that she
was even a helpful, never a hin¬drance. She refused to let Lincoln
accept President Filmore's offer ofthe Governorship of Oregon, whichhe was strongly inclined to do. For %tills and other reasons tho biog¬rapher asserts:
"Without Mary Todd for his wife,Abraham Lincoln would never havebeen President. Without AbrahamLincoln for her husband, MaryTodd would, probably, never havebeen a President's wife. From theday of their marriage they sup¬plemented each other in many un*usual times and always throughthose remarkable years."


